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In The Name Of Allah Most Gracious Most Merciful

INTRODUCTION

Q= ,‘:‘fau’ = I ;/t f,
L) g & s &l 1505
2
e
. 4

e oled 13 Pl 8585 Lo
g 9"",,,’ . 857 . ‘,l =4 . ‘u’ :,:7
Toaail gl 1y 55 U Vsiendls

WA IDHA SA’ALAKA "IBADI "ANNI FA’INNI QARIB

UJIBU DA"WATAD-DA'I IDHA DA'AN
FAL YASTAJIBU LI WALYU’MINU BI LA'ALLAHUM YARSHUDUN

When My servants ask You concerning Me, I am indeed close
(to them): 1 listen to the prayer of every supplicant when he calls Me.
Let them also, with a will, listen to My call, and believe in Me,

so that they may walk on the right way.
Al Bagarah 186
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Say “(O rejecters) My Lord is not concerned

if you do not worship Him”.
Al Furqan 77



On the authority of Anas «: who said | heard the Messenger of Allah 42

saying, Allah 4 the Almighty has said:
“O son of Adam, as long as you call upon Me, I shall forgive you for
what you have done, and [ shall not mind. O son of Adam, were
your sins to reach the clouds of the sky and were you then to ask
forgiveness of Me, | would forgive you. O son of Adam, were you to
come to Me with sins as great as the earth and were you then to face
Me, ascribing no partner to Me, | would grant you forgiveness as
greatasit”.

Imam Shafi’ said:
You belittle to supplicate
And ignore its fruit
It is like an arrow, great
But! Night’s arrows do not fail
It has a definite span
That is duly faint

SUPPLICATION

Praise be to Allah #, we thank Him, seek His Help and His
Forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah 4 from the evils of ourselves and
that of our bad deeds. He whom Allah % guides, is truly guided, and
he whom Allah 4 leaves to stray, none can guide him. | bear witness
that there is no god but Allah 4 , besides Him no other partner is and |
bear witness that Muhammad # is His Messenger.

When one is in suffering, or is befallen by catastrophe; when one is
estranged and despondent and ultimately frustrated: then one
unconsciously seeks the One Whose mercy is all-embracing. He is
more Merciful than a mother to her child. His s the refuge we seek. It
is He Who hears the weeping of the oppressed and accepts those who
repentto Him. He showers His bounties and His blessings upon them.



Thus, a believer should earnestly invoke Allah 4 and concentrate
solely on Him as stated in the following ayah:
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AMMAY YUJIBUL MUDTARRA IDHA DA'AHU WA YAKSHIFUS

SU’A WA YAJ'ALUKUM KHULAFA’AL-ARD.
A’TLAHUM MA'AL-LAH. QALILAM MA TADHAKKARUN.

...(He) Who listens to the distressed when they call on Him,
and Who relieves their suffering, and makes you inheritors of
the earth? Is there another god besides Allah?

Little indeed is what you heed!
An Naml 62

He should also humbly supplicate to Allah 4 with devout words and
sincere determination. The soul then enjoys the light of its Lord and a
believer feels ease and safety that permeates in his veins and
throughout his body. He feels in companionship with the Ever-lasting
Power, that he is newly born and that Allah % is close to him.

When My servants ask You concerning Me, | am indeed close (to them):
llisten to the prayer of every supplicant when he calls Me. Let them also,
with a will, listen to My call, and believe in Me, so that they may walk on
the right way. Al Bagarah186

Thus, Du'a constitutes worship as the prophet # has expressed. That is
because Du'a means servility, humbleness, and is an expression of a
need for the One in Whose Hand is the authority over everything. Itis
also aresponse to the Order of Allah 42 as He says,



Andyour Lord says:
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WA QALA RABBUKU-MUD'UNI ASTAJIB LAKUM
INNAL-LADHINA YASTAKBIRUNA "AN 'IBADATI
SAYAD-KHULUNA JAHANNAMA DAKHIRIN

‘Call on Me; I will answer your (prayer):
but those who are too arrogant to serve Me will

surely find themselves in Hell - in humiliation!
Ghafir 60

By making du'a, success becomes a reality; wishes and aims are
achieved. That is because, when the servant truly believes that
Allah ¥ is the only One Who is the Most Deserving to be asked
and sought, he will shun all sources of help other than Allah #.
He will approach the Door of his Lord, seek His protection,
entreat Him for His Mercy of treasures and His generosity. This is
the essence of worship and the secret of obedience. On the
authority of Nu’man Ibn Bashir < who said that the prophet #
said, “Du'ais worship.”

Then he recited the saying of Allah 4 the Almighty.
“And your lord says: ‘Call on Me, I will answer your (prayer)...”

Therefore, du'a is a form of worship, in fact it is one of the most
honorable and glorious forms of worship. Allah 4 ordered us to make
du'a:



UD'U RABBAKUM TADARRU AN WA KHUFYAH

Call on your Lord with humility and in privacy.
Al Araf 55

He also reproached the people who do not make du'a, saying:
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WA LAQAD AKHADHNAHUM BIL ‘ADHABI FAMAS-TAKANU
LIRABBIHIM WA MA YATADARRA'UN

We inflicted punishment on them,
but they humbled not themselves to their Lord,

nor do they submissively entreat (Him).
Al Mu’minun 76

Sahl Ibn ‘Abdullah < said, “Allah 4 created mankind, then He said,
“Entreat Me. If not, look towards Me. If not, listen to me. If not, set
yourselves before My Door. If not, ask Me of your needs.”

Allah % said :

2. PPN E > 9/: - £
3801 Cassls 363 13 Saiaddl Logr LA

/ﬁ . 0
AMMAY-YUJIBUL MUDTARRA IDHA DA'AHU WA YAKSHIFUS-SU’

...(He) Who listens to the distressed when they call on Him,

and Who relieves their suffering...
An Naml 62



The Prophet # gave glad tidings to a man who was inspired with du'a
so that he would be among those who would receive the Mercy of
Allah #: he said :
“If the gates of du'a are opened by man, the gates of mercy will
be opened before him. And the most beloved thing for which

Allah % loves to be asked is safety.”
Tirmidhi and Hakim

The supplicant also received glad tidings from the Prophet # that
Allah 4 would keep him safe and he would have the privilege of du’a
beinga weapon to fight the enemies and defend himself with:

“Du'a is a weapon of a believer, a pillar of religion, and a light of the

heavens and the Earth.”
Hakim

The Prophet i also said :

“Do not feel hopeless with du'a as nobody can perish with du'a.”
Ibn Hibban and Hakim

He also said :
“Would | guide you to what would protect you against your
enemies and bring you provision?” ‘Supplicate to Allah 4 by day
and night for supplication is the weapon of a believer.”
Abu Ya'la

The Prophet # also gave glad tidings to the person who supplicates to
Allah %% so that his supplication would be answered and that his
approach towards Allah # would be accepted.

Allah 4 is Ever-Merciful and Ever-Generous to the extent that when
man lifts his hands skyward (invoking Allah %), He dislikes replying
without rewarding him.

The Prophet # explained also how the answer for du’a can be



achieved. The answer, whether spontaneous or delayed, is good for

the supplicant. Thus his du‘a is ultimately beneficial for him. The

Prophet 4 said:
“If a Muslim invokes Allah % for other than sin or the severing of
either He accepts it (and grants what was asked for),or He delays its
reward to the Hereafter, or He removes a calamity from him that
equals his Du'a (in magnitude). The Companions said, “ We will
then supplicate often.” The Prophet i replied, “Allah 4 will reward
you greatly. ” Ahmad, Bazzar, Abu Ya’la and Hakim

The Prophet # explained how the answer of a Du'a is good in all its

forms even if it appears as though they were not answered. The

Prophet # said:
“On the day of judgement, Allah % will call a believer until he stands
before Him. ‘O My servant, | have commanded you to call upon Me
and have promised to answer you. Did you truly call upon Me?” He
(the servant) will say, “Yes, my Lord.” Allah % will say, ‘Whenever you
called upon Me [ answered you. Did you not call upon Me on the
day of such and such to relieve your calamity and | did?’The servant
will say, ‘Yes my Lord.” Allah % will say, ‘I gave it you in the worldly
life, Allah % will add, ‘Did you not call upon Me on the day of such
and such to relieve your calamity but it seemed that | did not reply
to you.” The servant will say, ‘Yes my Lord.” Allah % will say, ‘I
compensated such and such for you in Paradise.” Allah 4 will say,
‘Did you not call on Me to meet your need and | did.” The servant
will say, ‘Yes my Lord.” Allah % will add, “I gave it to you in worldly
life.” ‘Did you not call on Me on the day of such and such to meet
your need but it seemed that I did not reply to you.” The servant will
say, ‘Yes my Lord.” Allah 4 will say, ‘I compensated such and such
for you in Paradise.” The Messenger of Allah # said, “ Allah % will
never leave out any supplication of a believer unless He wil



expound this for him through the following; either He will give it to
him in worldly life or delay it in the Hereafter. Thereupon, the

believer will say, ‘I wish | was given nothing of my du'a in this world.”
Hakim

Du'a prevents calamities and lightens Allah’s # will through Allah’s 4
will. The Prophet # said :
“Precaution can never prevent predestination. Du'a surely avails in
regards to what has already taken place (in terms of seeking
forgiveness) and what has not yet come to pass (in terms of asking
for favours). A calamity may have descended from heaven when
du'a meets it. Consequently, a confrontation between them will

take place until the Day of Judgement.”
Bazzar, Tibarani and Hakim

He also said,
“Nothing prevents predestination except du'a, and nothing
lengthens age except righteousness.” Tirmidhi

The Prophet # guided us to the way of answering du'a, i.e., continuous
requestto Allah 4 in every time. He #said,
“Whoever desires to have his du'a accepted by Allah ¥ in adversity,

should make frequent du'a in prosperity.”
Tirmidhi and Hakim

“Nothing is more beloved to Allah % than du'a in prosperity.”
Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Ibn Hibban and Hakim

These ahadith and others indicate that dua is one of the most powerful
means in preventing a calamity, du‘a is an enemy to calamity. It
confronts, prevents, or weakens the calamity as mentioned in the
previous hadith which indicated that du’a has three stages with
calamity:



3.

Du'a may be stronger than calamity so it prevents its occurrence.
Du'a may be weaker than a calamity, then the latter would occur,
but Du'a may weaken its effects.

A confrontation between both may take place until each one
prevents the other.

However, Du'a may miss the answer for the following reasons:

It may be weak, e.g. it includes something that is abhorred by
Allah % such as aggression.

i. Theunconsciousness and inattentiveness of the heart at the time of

du'a. In this case it would be like an arrow which is shot from a soft
bow. It would never reach the target. Hakim reported, in his
Mustadrak, Abu Hurairah who said the Prophet #&said,

“Invoke Allah % with full conviction that He will accept your
invocation and know that Allah % never accepts the invocation of a
heedless heart.”

Consuming of Haram (Unlawful), committing sins, the indulgence in
prohibited amusement and the hardened heart that shies from
remembering Allah 4.

Therefore, du'a is a useful remedy for illness but the heedlessness of
one’s heart turns it null and void. Consuming unlawful food, in the
same manner, weakens the strength of du'a. It is reported in Sahih
Muslim on the authority of Abu Hurairah < that , the Messenger of
Allah # said,”

“O people, surely Allah 4 the Almighty is good and accepts only
that which is good. Allah 4 has commanded the faithful to do that
which He commanded the Messengers. Allah 4 Almighty has said,
‘O You Messengers! Eat of the good things and do right.” And
Allah 4 the Almighty has said, ‘O you who believe! eat of the good
things wherewith we have provided you. Then he mentioned (the






